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Steen Sawmill Harvests Value in Old Trees

Back in pionecring times, maost
of America east of the ;Hi.-:::imippi
was covered with a dense forest of
deciduous hardwood mrees — oak,
hickory, walnut, Black cherry,
chesmur, ash. ..

As land was cleared for farming,
mast of those forest gianes were
:1i.|!|1.|.'l]!.' felled and burned — a loss
that makes roday’s woodworker
wince with pain and regret,

Today, ironically, many of our finest,
largest hardwood orees are found in G-
s whene they wene planted more than
a cenrury ago when towns were smaller
and residenrtial neighborhoods were
close w woday's ciry-centers.,

When those old homes are sazed foi
T f':!ll'lE-Trl.l-\.-ri'::ll'll rI'll.' mecs ﬁl.lTn:H]l'l'.'Ii'ﬂl__r'
|.I'|L'.|:| Alt '::J:h'.'l'l '-ll.'ln::'::ll.l'l.‘l ull.l.‘l hll.ll.l'l.‘l 447
the nearest landfill, Again, woodwork-
oS winae.

Theres a move afoot, however, 1o
harvese chese fine old tees, and sawmill
operators like Erwin Bonestroo of rural
Speen, MM are ]|.-|.'|.|.'li|:||:1 It grow.

Boneseroos FET Sawmill & Lumber
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would otherws: LT ter waste. He hauls
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them o his mmill abour a mile southeszse
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purpose, Rough-sawn boards from
cortomwond mrees, some of them
enormous, usually wind up as pallers.
Hardwaoods, including walnur, maple
and azh, are cur o thicknesses used in
building furnirure and dried in one of
Bonesiross home-built, wood-fired
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weeks, By then, cheir mobsture conent
has been reduced ro abour sig-percent
and theyre nedy o wse,

Bonesrros has boen inothe sawmill
business for only abowt three years, bur
already word has govten around dhar
he'll rake lasge tree trunks off & develap-
ers hands. Malers of “ruseic” Furnioure

Erwein Beaesiroo of Steen, MM ownd ond
ogeerobes FET Sowmill & Lumber whih spedalizes
in harvasting usabul wood from trees that might
otherwise wind-up in londfills. At kedt, Bonnsiroo
sty an tlaals be's mode and haolds a hand-made

osh “Walking Tall” bar. Abave, he ous boords
fram Ehe trunk of o cellenwood fres.

are discovering him, roo, as a source of
the often-gnarled wood that malkes their
wishons eome alive

Bonestron sayvs theres nothing
wasted from his cxperation. Even the
sawedust is harvested, mixed wich sreaw
for livestock bedding, Scraps of ash
hecome wedges used in leveling mohile
homes en their foundarions: chunks of
bark and bics of branches wind-up as
fuel ro heat the shop and dryers,

Bomestron is alse a furnituee-builder
He shows his rustic benches, tables and
chairs at |u.r|:1.' “art-in-the -purk" shows
in Brookings and Sioux Falls, He also
builds an cocasional walnur table or
cedar chest on a custom basis or for sale
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Information about services and
products available from FBT Sawmill &
Lumber, including cusrom milling and
hardwonde, iz availakle h]. |.'.1'||i11|__r.
SO7-920-99335



